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Family Reading Guide for "The Adventures of Invisible Boy"
Conversation starters for parents and children

Getting Started
What This Book Is About
"The Adventures of Invisible Boy" tells the story of Stanley, who wishes he could disappear on
his first day at a new school. When a big spill at the science fair accidentally makes him
invisible—POOF!—Stanley thinks it's the best thing ever! He can do anything he wants without
anyone knowing. But when the inventor whose project Stanley ruined plans to take revenge on
kids all over town, Stanley must decide how to use his invisibility. Will he hide and enjoy his
power, or will he stand up to protect others in an epic battle?
Key Themes Your Child Will Encounter:
o Being seen vs. feeling invisible: The difference between literal invisibility and the social
invisibility of feeling like you don't fit in
e Power and responsibility: Learning that having special abilities means making choices
about how to use them
¢ New kid challenges: The universal experience of starting over and feeling out of place
e From hiding to heroism: Growing from wanting to avoid problems to standing up for
others
e Consequences of actions: How one accident can set off a chain of events affecting many
people
o Using your unique abilities for good: Discovering that what makes you different can help
you help others
Tip for Parents: This book offers great opportunities to discuss times when your child has felt
like they wanted to disappear or be invisible, while also exploring the exciting question of what
they'd do with invisibility powers.

Character Connection Questions
About Stanley

¢ Why do you think Stanley wished he could disappear on his first day?

e How would you feel if you were invisible? What would you do first?

¢ How does Stanley change from the beginning of the story to the end?

¢ What makes Stanley decide to stand up to the inventor instead of just staying hidden?
About the Inventor

e Why do you think the inventor is so angry about his ruined project?
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e Is his response to the accident fair? Why or why not?
¢ What would have been a better way for him to handle his disappointment?
e How can people deal with frustration without hurting others?

Big Ideas to Explore
Invisibility and Being Seen
e If you could be invisible for one day, what would you do?
e What's the difference between being invisible and feeling invisible?
¢ Have you ever felt like nobody noticed you? How did that feel?
¢ What makes someone feel "seen" and like they belong?
Power and Choices
¢ What are the good things Stanley could do with invisibility? What about bad things?
¢ How do you decide whether to use a special ability for yourself or to help others?
e What would you do if you had a superpower and someone was hurting other people?
e Does having power mean you have responsibility to use it? Why or why not?
New Beginnings
e What's scary about starting at a new school or in a new place?
e How can someone make new friends when they're the new kid?
e What helps people feel less nervous in new situations?
e Have you ever been the new kid somewhere? What was that like?

Fun Conversation Starters
The Science Fair Accident
¢ What do you think Stanley's science fair project was about?
e Have you ever had an accident that led to something unexpected happening?
e What kind of project do you think the inventor made that could cause invisibility?
o If you were entering a science fair, what would you create?
Invisibility Adventures
¢ Where would you go if you were invisible?
¢ What's the coolest thing you could do invisibly?
e What problems might invisibility actually cause?
¢ Would you want to be invisible forever, or just sometimes?
The Battle
¢ How do you think an invisible kid could fight against the inventor?
o What advantages does Stanley have? What advantages does the inventor have?
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o If you were helping Stanley, what would your plan be?
e What makes someone a hero?

Discussion Activities
Creative Thinking
e Design your own invisibility device or invention
e Plan what you'd do with invisibility powers for good
e Create a comic strip showing an invisible adventure
e Write about a time you felt invisible and how you handled it
Real-World Connections
e Discuss times when people help others even though it's hard or scary
o Talk about community heroes who stand up for others
e Explore how to welcome new kids and make them feel seen
e Practice handling frustration and disappointment in healthy ways

Conversation Tips for Parents
Creating Safe Spaces
o Validate feelings about being new or different - acknowledge that starting over is
genuinely hard

o Explore the wish to disappear - understand what your child wants to escape when they

feel overwhelmed

o Discuss power responsibly - talk about the "what would you do" question in ways that

build character
¢ Connect invisibility to feeling unseen - help your child articulate times they've felt
overlooked
Encouraging Heroic Thinking
e Ask about choices: "What would you do in Stanley's situation?"

o Explore consequences: "What might happen if Stanley only used his power for himself?"

¢ Make connections: "How is standing up for others like being a hero?"
¢ Discuss courage: "What makes someone brave enough to help others?"
Making It Personal

« Share new kid experiences: Talk about times family members were new somewhere and

how they coped
o Discuss using talents for good: How does your child's special abilities help others?
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e Connect to family values: "This reminds me of why our family believes in helping
others"
o Celebrate everyday heroism: Recognize times your child has stood up for someone

Questions by Age Group
For Younger Readers (Ages 8-9)
Focus on adventure and basic choices:
e What's the most exciting part of Stanley's adventure?
¢ How does Stanley use his invisibility to help other kids?
¢ What would you do if you were invisible for a day?
e How does Stanley show he's a good friend?
For Older Readers (Ages 10-11)
Explore deeper themes of power, responsibility, and social dynamics:
e How does Stanley's wish to disappear connect to how he feels about being new?
e What responsibilities come with having special powers or abilities?
e How could the inventor have handled his disappointment better?
e What does this story teach about standing up for others even when it's risky?

Handling Complex Themes
Being the New Kid
e Acknowledge that starting over is genuinely difficult and anxiety-inducing
e Discuss strategies for making friends and feeling comfortable in new situations
e Talk about how everyone has felt like an outsider at some point
e Connect to ways families can help when someone is new somewhere
Wanting to Disappear
¢ Validate that sometimes we all want to escape difficult situations
e Distinguish between healthy ways to cope with stress and unhealthy avoidance
o Discuss when it's okay to take breaks vs. when we need to face challenges
e Explore what "wanting to disappear" really means emotionally
Revenge and Anger
o Discuss how the inventor's anger is understandable but his actions are wrong
o Talk about healthy ways to handle disappointment and frustration
¢ Explore the difference between consequences and revenge
e Connect to age-appropriate discussions about managing strong emotions
Power and Responsibility
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o Discuss how abilities (invisibility, strength, intelligence, talents) come with choices
o Explore the Spider-Man principle: "With great power comes great responsibility"
o Talk about times when we need to help others even if it's inconvenient

e Connect to real-world examples of people using their abilities for good

Activity Ideas
Creative Projects
e Draw yourself as a superhero with invisibility powers

Write your own invisible adventure story

Create a "Good Uses for Invisibility" list

Design an anti-bullying or helping-others campaign
Role-Playing and Problem-Solving

e Act out scenarios where invisibility could help solve problems

e Practice introducing yourself as a new kid

e Role-play healthy responses to disappointment

e Create superhero team scenarios where different powers work together
Community Connections

e Research real-life heroes in your community

e Discuss how ordinary people do extraordinary things

e Brainstorm ways your family can help others

e Talk about "invisible" helpers (people who do good without recognition)
Science and Imagination

¢ Research real invisibility technology and camouflage in nature

e Discuss what would be scientifically needed for true invisibility

o Explore how special effects make things invisible in movies

e Learn about the physics of light and how we see things

Remember

"The Adventures of Invisible Boy" provides excellent opportunities to discuss power,
responsibility, and what it means to be a hero while also validating the very real challenges of
being new and feeling out of place. Stanley's journey from wanting to hide to choosing to stand
up shows that heroism isn't about being fearless or powerful—it's about making the choice to
help others even when it's difficult.
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Use Stanley's story as a starting point to explore your child's own experiences with feeling
invisible or wanting to disappear, while also discussing how they can use their own unique
abilities and qualities to make a positive difference. The book's combination of exciting
adventure and emotional truth creates space for conversations about both fantasy ("What
would you do if...?") and reality ("How can you help others?").

Most importantly, let the story inspire conversations about how everyone has moments of
wanting to hide and moments of wanting to be seen and valued. Stanley's invisible adventure
teaches that while it might seem appealing to disappear, being part of a community, having
relationships, and using our abilities to help others is what makes life meaningful and makes us

feel like we truly belong.



