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Family Discussion Guide for "The Lost Library" 

Conversation starters for parents and children 

 

Getting Started 

What This Book Is About 

"The Lost Library" is a captivating mystery about two boys who discover a connection between a 

mysterious free little library in their neighborhood and a tragic library fire that happened years 

ago. As they investigate deeper, they uncover clues that help them piece together the library's 

hidden past and learn about the people whose lives were affected by the fire. The story 

celebrates the power of books, the importance of community, and how the past connects to the 

present in surprising ways. 

 

Key Themes Your Child Will Encounter: 

• The magic of books and libraries: How books and reading spaces bring communities 

together and preserve important stories 

• Mystery and investigation: Using clues, research, and critical thinking to solve puzzles 

and uncover truth 

• Community history and memory: Why it's important to remember and honor the past, 

especially difficult events 

• Friendship through shared purpose: How working together on something meaningful 

strengthens relationships 

• Connecting past and present: How events from long ago still influence our communities 

today 

• The value of curiosity: How asking questions and investigating can lead to important 

discoveries 

 

Tip for Parents: This book offers wonderful opportunities to explore your own community's 

history and visit local libraries or little free libraries together. Let your child's detective instincts 

guide deeper conversations about research and community connections. 

 

Character Connection Questions 

About the Boys and Their Investigation 

• What makes the two boys good partners for solving this mystery? 

• How do they show persistence when the investigation gets difficult? 

• What different skills does each boy bring to their detective work? 
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• If you were helping them investigate, what questions would you want to ask? 

About Mystery-Solving 

• What clues do the boys find most helpful in solving the mystery? 

• How do they decide which information is important and which isn't? 

• What would you do differently if you were investigating this mystery? 

• How do the boys show respect for the people they're learning about? 

 

Big Ideas to Explore 

Libraries and Books in Our Lives 

• Why do you think libraries are important to communities? 

• Have you ever seen a little free library? What did you think about it? 

• How would you feel if your favorite library was destroyed? 

• What makes books special beyond just the stories they contain? 

Community History and Memory 

• Why do you think it's important to remember sad or difficult events from the past? 

• How do the people in the story keep the memory of the lost library alive? 

• What stories from our community's past would you like to learn more about? 

• How can young people help preserve important community memories? 

Investigation and Research 

• What's the difference between being curious and being nosy? 

• How do the boys show respect while asking questions about the past? 

• What makes someone a good detective or investigator? 

• When is it important to keep investigating even when it gets hard? 

 

Fun Conversation Starters 

Mystery and Detective Work 

• What would be the most exciting part of solving a real mystery? 

• If you could investigate any mystery in our community, what would it be? 

• What tools or skills would make someone a better detective? 

• How is solving a mystery like putting together a puzzle? 

Books and Reading 

• If you could create your own little free library, what books would you put in it? 

• What book would you most want to share with your neighbors? 

• How do books connect people who have never met each other? 

• What's your favorite place to read, and why does it feel special? 
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Community Connections 

• Who in our community has interesting stories about the past? 

• What buildings or places in our area have special histories? 

• How can we show appreciation for the people who help maintain our community? 

• What would you want people to remember about our time and our community? 

 

Discussion Activities 

Community Exploration 

• Take walks to look for little free libraries or historical markers in your area 

• Visit your local library and ask librarians about the library's history 

• Research when your town was founded and what it was like in the past 

• Interview older family members or neighbors about community changes they've 

witnessed 

Real-World Connections 

• Create your own family library corner and discuss why you chose those books to share 

• Research what happens to communities when they lose important gathering places 

• Explore how libraries have changed over time and what services they provide today 

• Discuss how your family preserves important memories and stories 

 

Conversation Tips for Parents 

Creating Safe Spaces 

• Acknowledge that some history involves loss - it's okay to feel sad about things that 

were lost or destroyed 

• Celebrate curiosity - praise your child's questions about community and history 

• Share your own memories - tell stories about places or institutions that were important 

to you 

• Follow your child's interests - if they're fascinated by detective work, explore that; if 

they're drawn to community service, discuss that 

Encouraging Deep Thinking 

• Ask follow-up questions: "What makes you think that?" or "How do you think that made 

people feel?" 

• Make connections: "How is this like something in our community?" or "What does this 

remind you of?" 

• Wonder together: "I wonder why the authors chose to..." or "What do you think would 

happen if...?" 
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• Explore motivations: "Why do you think the boys kept investigating even when it was 

difficult?" 

Making It Personal 

• Connect to family history: Share stories about libraries, schools, or community places 

that were important to your family 

• Plan related activities: visit local historical sites, start a family book exchange, volunteer 

at the library 

• Celebrate community helpers: discuss people who work to preserve history and 

maintain community resources 

• Encourage civic engagement: talk about how families can contribute to their 

communities 

 

Questions by Age Group 

For Younger Readers (Ages 8-9) 

Focus on mystery elements, friendship, and basic community concepts: 

• What's your favorite clue that the boys discover? 

• How do the boys help each other during their investigation? 

• What would you do if you found a mysterious little free library? 

• How do books make people happy in this story? 

For Older Readers (Ages 10-11) 

Explore deeper themes of history, research, and community responsibility: 

• What does this story teach us about preserving community history? 

• How do the boys balance being curious with being respectful? 

• What responsibilities do we have to remember difficult events from the past? 

• How can young people contribute to maintaining community memory and resources? 

 

Handling Sensitive Topics 

Loss and Tragedy 

• Acknowledge that sometimes bad things happen to good places and people, but 

communities can heal and rebuild 

• Emphasize how people come together to support each other after difficult events 

• Focus on how remembering the past helps us appreciate what we have now 

• Connect to age-appropriate discussions about resilience and community support 

Historical Investigation 
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• Discuss the importance of asking questions respectfully when learning about sensitive 

topics 

• Emphasize that investigating the past helps us understand the present, not judge people 

• Talk about how different people might remember the same event differently 

• Connect to the importance of getting information from multiple sources 

Community Responsibility 

• Explore how everyone can contribute to preserving community history and resources 

• Discuss age-appropriate ways children can help maintain community spaces 

• Talk about the difference between taking care of things and leaving them better than 

you found them 

• Connect to family values about civic responsibility and community care 

 

Activity Ideas 

Community History Projects 

• Create a family timeline showing important community events during different 

generations 

• Research and visit historical sites in your area 

• Interview family members about their favorite community places from the past 

• Make a photo essay showing how your neighborhood has changed over time 

Library and Book Appreciation 

• Organize a family book exchange or contribute to a little free library 

• Thank librarians and library volunteers for their service 

• Create a "community reading list" of books that celebrate your area 

• Start a family tradition of sharing favorite books with neighbors 

Detective Skills Practice 

• Play observation games during family outings 

• Practice asking good questions during conversations with relatives 

• Learn to take notes and organize information like real investigators 

• Create family mysteries for each other to solve 

 

Remember 

"The Lost Library" provides wonderful opportunities to discuss the importance of books, 

libraries, and community history while enjoying an engaging mystery. The story shows how 

young people can be thoughtful investigators and community contributors, inspiring 
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conversations about how your family can appreciate and support the resources and history in 

your own area. 

 

Use the boys' investigation as a starting point to explore your own community's stories and 

resources. The book's celebration of curiosity, friendship, and community service can inspire 

your family to become more engaged with local history and more appreciative of the people 

and institutions that make your community special. 

 

Most importantly, let the story's love of books and reading strengthen your family's own reading 

culture and inspire conversations about the stories—both in books and in real life—that matter 

most to you. 

 


